
Friends of Holland House Autumn 2021 

Dear Friends,  

The last 18 months have been an extraordinary time for 

all of us, with much fear, apprehension, and sadness, 

as well as moments of joy and hope. 

Perhaps the pandemic could become for us like grit in 

an oyster - maybe we can take the pain and irritation, 

and with the grace of God turn the  experience into 

some form of good, for ourselves, and our neighbours. 

Surely humankind must learn something about its own 

nature as it reflects on this world-wide, once-in-a-

generation disaster experience - I truly hope so. 

 

Thanks go to each of you for your support, prayers and 

encouragement  - the staff, Trustees and I are all deeply 

appreciative of your friendship towards this House 

during the time of trial - and your continued support in 

so many ways continues to be very important to us. You'll be pleased to know that 

guests are returning and business is looking positive once again - we created a 

varied and interesting programme, and both old Friends and new are coming to the 

House.  

 

There's still much 

to do to set us 

back on a firm 

footing, but the 

s i g n s  a r e 

encouraging, and 

with a combination 

of good Friends, 

loyal staff, and the 

grace of God - the 

world is surely our 

oyster (pearl or no 

pearl!) 

kind regards 

Ian 

 

Welcome back to Holland House! 

Here we are 

almost at the 

end of another 

strange year 

for Holland 

House and the 

Friends—

welcome to 

those who have 

joined us 

along the way. 

** 

It is nearly 

AGM time and 

this is your 

invitation to 

join us in 

person or on 

Zoom on Sunday 

October 17th 

at 2pm 

** 

And thankfully 

Holland House 

is OPEN -take 

a look at the 

programme of 

events at 

Holland House 

between now 

and the end of 

the year on 

the back page! 

**   

Croxley Green 

Companions 

visit for the 

100th time! 

The Friends of Holland House support the ministry of the 

House, its Trustees, Warden and Staff through counsel, 

prayer, financial support and practical assistance  

 

 Volunteers help gardener Jullan Ferriman  and former award winning gardener Patrick 

Swan give the vegetable garden a thorough going  over in preparation for lots of 

produce for next year’s guests to enjoy ! 



 Committee meetings took place by Zoom in February, and in person and zoom in June. 

 The Friends transferred £3,000 to Holland House to pay bonuses and holiday pay to 

the staff over the Christmas period.   

 The Friends funded a new carpet for the Lounge at a cost of £5,000.  This was ready for re-opening of the 

house on 17th May. 

 Two Friends events were arranged  

 A virtual Coffee Morning for Friends took place on 27th April.    Good feedback was received from 

approx. 15 attendees about returning to the House for events once it opened. 

 A virtual Spiritual Day hosted by Nick Helm on 1st May. There were around 25 participants. Feedback 

on Nick and the day as a whole was very positive and he is speaking at another ‘in-person’ event in 

spring 2022. 

 In consultation with the committee, a programme of ‘Friends-badged’ re-opening events with a logo was 

arranged. Many thanks to Liz Ross for initiating this idea and putting it into action. This included the 

traditional Quiet Garden Days (organised by myself), plus Quiet Days with a leader and ‘Friendly’ lunches 

with a speaker, all Welcomed by a Friend. The Quiet Garden Days have been well-attended this year - 

around 25 people, more than I remember ever coming before! 

 On 4th August, a Friends Cheese and Wine social was held in Pershore with 20 Friends and committee 

members attending. A good time was had by all, and several generous donations were received towards the 

cost. We hope to organise another social event soon. 

 Following recruitment efforts, a new Trustee nominated by the Friends, Rev Alma Organ, joined the Trust in 

July 2021. Alma has long experience of the House. A second Trustee, Virginia Pawlyn will be nominated at 

the AGM and  will start in January 2022. Virginia has a great deal of experience of charities and governance. 

In addition, Kathleen Bentley joined as a Friends’ Committee Member in June 2021. 

Looking forward to seeing many of you at the AGM or at future events. 

Brenda Morton—Chair of the Friends of Holland House 

  

Friends of Holland House in 2021—a summary 

The AGM will take place on Sunday 17th October at 2pm IN PERSON, with the possibility of attending by 

Zoom if you wish (please ask for the link) followed by musical entertainment whilst we enjoy tea and cake.   

Two Committee members, Miss Mavis Firkins and Dr.Mary Reeves  have come to the end of their term of office . 

Margaret Hawkins is standing down from her post as Vice-Chair and from the Committee. Margaret has been a 

Trustee and a stalwart of the Friends for many years, and a great help to me since I became Chair, and will be 

greatly missed.  We are fortunate that Kathleen Bentley, who filled a vacancy on the Committee in June, has 

agreed to be nominated as Vice-Chair. Kathleen has great experience of Holland House. This means a vacancy 

arises for a committee member for one year. (i.e. one year of the 3 year term left to run). 

Joe Nagle is unable to continue, so we also need someone to fill this vacancy from 2021-2023  

The Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary and Treasurer are all elected annually.  

Secretary is Wendy Berry who is happy to continue.  Treasurer: Sarah Thomson.  Sarah would be glad of someone 

to replace her! 

To summarise – we have 4 vacancies on the Committee 

 

Please consider whether you might be able to stand for the Committee, or can think of anyone to nominate. It is not 

an onerous task  -  apart from occasionally arranging events such as a Friends Weekend, or Welcoming at the 

Friends events, main business is discussing future ideas and plans, and responding to the House’s requests for 

special items. And supporting the House by your prayers and presence! 



 

‘Ever since the time of Diana Day, the Companions, a group of young people from Croxley Green in 

Hertfordshire, have been coming with Michael Hart to Holland House on retreat and have also helped 

with special events, often in costume, such as a Victorian breakfast and numerous festivals, one in 

Elizabethan dress’ (Quote from ‘Building Piece by Peace’ – Christine Collins) 

Our first visit was in May 1976, and some 45 years later we returned over the August Bank Holiday 

weekend for our 100th visit. In addition to our retreat which included a visit to Fladbury Church on the 

Sunday (over the years we have worshipped in each of the Five Alive churches) , we celebrated with a 

reunion giving thanks for the wonderful times 171 different folk have joined me here, the vast majority 

more than once, some many more and one person 43 times! 

On 30 May, 1976, 12 of us arrived outside the main door, and as we entered what was then a dark 

entrance with cabinets of quality china in the lounge and the only other guest a nun recovering from a 

nervous breakdown I wondered ‘what have I done’!? But from the very beginning the young 

Companions seemed to recognise this was a special place. Their idea of keeping fairly quiet and not 

running around too much might not be quite the same as mine, but the nun loved having the teenagers 

about and they enjoyed themselves, and wanted to return the following the year. And, as they say, the 

rest is history.  

We have so much to be grateful for – each of the Wardens has had their effect on the group – after 

Diana came Jonathan, then Peter and now Ian, who has encouraged us in so many ways. And I have to 

mention those who have fed us, so brilliantly over the years. From Maxine to Aimee! And I must 

mention those who work behind the scenes - we are grateful to them all. 

So why do they come? I finish this 

article with some quotes from the 

Companions themselves: - 

‘A place where stillness, peace 

and stability meets with 

questioning minds, faith and great 

friendships, where youth proves 

promise for the future’ 

‘Peace, honesty, companionship & 

laughter .... all the things that 

nourish my soul’ 

‘…it was always special, and I 

always left more inspired, relaxed and wiser that I was going in’ 

‘Cropthorne is one of the most special events in my life which I would drop any plans for and I am so 

grateful you discovered such a magical place’ 

‘Everything I have experienced in the 20 years since (I first came) made me realise and appreciate 

what a special place Holland House is. It has always been a safe space for me to grow up, be 

challenged, listen to others, laugh and sing, enjoy delicious food and be at one with nature’ 

 

 

 

Celebrating 100 visits! 

Tell your friends about Holland House, and your church and other 

organisations - many people are looking for local places for a 

comfortable and safe place for relaxation and refreshment in these  

times …..



 To book  at Holland House:  

 Book online at www.hollandhouse.org 

Email  enquiries@hollandhouse.org 

Phone  01386 860330 

Holland House Retreat Centre, Main Street, Cropthorne, 

Worcestershire WR10 3NB 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Saturday 25th 

‘In Harmony with Creation’ - a reflective day with Alex Vaccaro,  

10am–4pm £35 including lunch and refreshments 

Tuesday 28th ‘Nothing Gold Can Stay: the Poetry of Loss and Grief’ - a day with Rosie Miles, 

 10am–4pm £60 including lunch and refreshments 

OCTOBER 

Friday 8th October 

Yoga for Devotion, with Ian Spencer,  

10am–4pm £40 including lunch and refreshments 

Friday 8th—Sunday 

10th  

Art for the Journey: Creative Journalling with Jo Mackriell,  

Residential £230, all inclusive 

Saturday 9th 

October 

Spirituality of the Garden: Online Retreat-at-Home, with Kristina Fitzsimmons and 

Patrick Swan, 10am–3pm, £20 per zoom link 

Friday 22nd—

Monday 25th 

The Rohr Retreat: ‘Hope against the Darkness’, with Ian Spencer and Urs Mattmann, 

Residential £290, all inclusive 

Monday 25th Friendly Lunch with talk by Duncan Cadbury, Cadbury and the Bournville Trust,  

2 course lunch served at 1pm followed by talk, £18 

Friday 29th—Sunday 

31st  

The Aramaic Jesus—’ Return to Ripeness’, with Neil Douglas-Klotz 

Residential £290, all inclusive  

NOVEMBER 

Tuesday 9th 

Yoga for Selfless Action, with Ian Spencer,  

10am–4pm £40 including lunch and refreshments 

Saturday 13th ‘All Creation Waits.. ‘ an Advent reflective day with Alex Vaccaro,  

10am–4pm £35 including lunch and refreshments 

Monday 22nd—

Friday 26th 

The Enneagram with Joanna Pearson and Catherine Park, 

Residential £490, all inclusive 

DECEMBER  

Fri 3rd—Sun 5th 

‘We wait the Coming  - Advent as Subversive memory’ - a weekend with Dairmuid 

O’Murchu, Residential £290, all inclusive  

Wednesday 15th 

 

Yoga for Deep Discernment, with Ian Spencer,  

10am–4pm £40 including lunch and refreshments 

JANUARY 2022 

Fri 7th—Sun 9th 

Start the Year Well — a  yoga weekend with Ian Spencer,  

Residential £250, all inclusive  

 AUTUMN AT HOLLAND HOUSE 


